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Up and Coming events..,

Wow....lt is havd to believe that we are
hending into the cooler months alrendy
after such a fantastic summer. This
only brings more reason to wrap up
warm and enjoy some fun winter ac-

tivities.

we'd Like to welcome the new families
and educators that have jolned our
‘team’ over the last few months...we are
really Looking forward to working

alongside you and our journey ahead.

we have focused on a fun programme
of events and professional develop-
ment for the upcoming term (§ 58&}/).
Mark you calendars with these
dates...we hope that you all enjoy the

termjust as much as we will!

If you have any questions or feedback

we would Love to hear from you!

Snuggly regards!

Sarah § vickl

‘Connections Cottage’

1/34 Cook St, Howick

PH: 533 3512

admin@connectionsinthehome.co.nz

www.connectionsinthehome.co.nz

Friday 3rd—Monday é6th Apri—Easter Break
Monday éth —Friday 17th April—School Holi-
days

Monday 20th April—Term 2 begins
Monday 20th Apri—Magic Mat Time resumes

Tuesday 21st Apri—Action Indoor Sport’s Session
A fun morning of indoor games :)
9.30am—30 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga

Wednesday 22nd April— Toddlerock begins again!

Saturday 25th Apri—ANZAC Day

Monday 27th Apri—ANZAC Day Public Holiday

Thursday 23rd Apri—Crazy Craff resumes

Matt from our local Fire Department is visiting us o
chat to the children....then we will be booking a
visit from the Fire Truck to follow later in the term!

Friday 24th Apri—Little Kickers resumes

y Okahu Bay School Holiday Outing
Bring along the family and lets get fogether!
Wednesday 15th April—from 9.30am

Educator Movie Evening—’'Age of Adaline’
Wednesday 15th April @ 8pm

Tax Evening (with the IRD) for Educators
Wednesday 22nd April af 7-9pm

Plunket Car Seat Safety Check
Thursday 30th April during Crazy Craft

Dates to be confirmed:

Kids Music Company PD—evening session
for Educators

Child Protection Evening Workshop

Civil Defence Evening for Educators

Louise Averis - Office Administrator

Vicki Toussaint 021 231 3038

Sarah Harford 021 332 129

Debbie Bayliss 027 359 3355

Melissa Edgar 027 333 3911




Nagic Mat Time Crazy Craft!

Monday’s — 9.30 am till 11.00 am

Thursday’s — 9.30 am till 11.00 am

Connections Cottage — 1/34 Cook St, Howick
Bell House, Bell Rd, Lloyd Elsmore, Pakuranga

Designed fo incorporate music, stories and fun
our Magic Maft Time offers an opportunity for
the children to experience:

(right next to the Howick Historical Village)

Join us for some creative fun both indoors and outdoors.
The stunning setting allows for beautiful picnics out in the

Music & Dance — Gross Motor Development
gardens, plenty of space to run and play and the cottage

Instruments and Props — Exploration for arts & crafts, baking, dress ups, dramatic play,
playdough, easels, and a special ‘space’ dedicated to
Bubbles, Balloons, Parachute and Lycra — Fun! our younger babies in the group where they can enjoy

» ) . heuristic play with our ‘Treasure Basket’ resources.
Mixing with others....Social Development
All of the children will benefit from this group through social

Story fime...Language development, culture, and physical development (fine motor and gross motors
listening skills....plenty of skills needed f?r school || skills). Our ‘Transition fo School’ thread during this session
years foo! offers the older children opportunity for self-care skills to be

developed, fine motor skills (tripod grip, scissor skills
(supervised of coursel)), pre writing development, name
recognition, pasting (they will need this skill in the class-
room) and plenty of hands on
experiences.

Shared Morning Tea -

bring along a piece of

fruit and we supply the
biscuits...more opportuni-
ty for social development

Toddlerock!

Wednesday’s - 10 am \.\“\

C3 Church, 27 Aviemore Dr, Highland Park

ve all...the children (and
ors) have plenty of FUN
in their play!

Ki kel's

CEnE

Toddlerock is a pre-school music and movement
group. It provides a great opportunity for kids of
pre-school age to come along and have some
fun with singing and dancing and make new
friends.

Although we cannot take the praise for this event
we do support it and many of our Educators and
children are regulars each week!

Confidence, conftrol, b
air, and

The wonderful Mel Easton and her team facilitate We offerg fooTboII session for pr
by the Little Kickers team - free of

this fun session and all are welcome J .
ovur little charges!

There is a donation of $3 per family/educator and

y . Gross motor & social de-
this includes morning tea.

velopment, following in-
structions and learning
alongside others.

Toddlerock Howick



IDEAS & INSPIRATION...

Mother’'s Day

Suvwlag 10th May

Congratulations to Anita Gill, In Home Educator, on
the safe arrival of your healthy wee man Jericho!

An extra special ‘mummy’s day’ this year for you!

We are really looking forward to getting fo know Jericho in
the years ahead :)

Bubbling Bath Salts’ Tih n

These Bubbling Bath Salts are a fantastic

gift idea for Mummy’s and/or Grandmas
too! y A
Scent them with any essential oil (optional) {@bblln
and complimenting body wash. Change Bath Salts
the colour to match the season or occa-

sion....lavender or vanilla are always a nice choice. Make a few
extra jars at a time to have Homemade Gifts on hand!

Ingredients:

® 4 Cups Kosher or Epsom Salt
® % Cup Lavender Scented Body Wash

® | tbsp Olive, Coconut, or Sweet Almond Oil
® 2-3 Drops Lavender Essential Oil (Optional)
® Purple Food Colouring (or colour of choice - Optional)

Directions:

® |nalarge bowl, combine salt and body wash, and mix until well com-
bined.

®  Addin your oil, essential oil and food colouring and mix well.

® On alined baking sheet, spread the salt mixture out into a thin layer.
Allow to dry for 24 hours.

® Once dry, break up any large clumps, and spoon into a sealable jar.

To Use: Add 4 Cup of Bubbly Bath Salts under running water...and enjoy!
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We wanted to shave with you one of our favourite readings taken from Pennie Brownlee's website.

[t is an article that has always inspired us tn all that we do, tn how we speak to our children...and tn designing our
programme. May You enjoy the read too!

Wonder fuels a love affair

Keeping the wonder alive as our children develop
their love affair with Life

Here is a paradox worth exploring if we are 1o enjoy this planet and grow in our sense of
belonging: it is all ordinary, and at the same time, it is all exiraordinary. Now | know this paradox
applies to information technology, to numeracy and to iteracy, it has to, simply because it iz all
ordinary and extracrdinary. |, howewver, want to go back to basics. It's logical, if you don't have a
good grounding in the basics, what follows can be very pracanous,

Basically, we are a part of the biosphere of this planet. As far as we know, wa are the one species
which, as a part of the creation, can reflect on and wondar at the creative procass, that s, tha
Life on this plansat, For adults, it B in the reflection and the wondering that the extraordinary is

revealed,

Take rain for axamphe. Most of us have been heard 1o moan about the rain. That's us responding
in our ‘mast ordinary mode’. In cur “extracrdinary mode’ we will wonder at the moistura in

this Earth's finite wataer system being evaporated into vapour, vapour gathering in the sky and
raturning to aarth to keep gardens waterad and plarts growing. And this cycle goes on atarnally.
Now that is pretty extraordirany. Will we wonder out loud with owr children? Wil we stay m
appreciation when it rains because we know our lives depend on it?

Children wonder at the rain. They wonder with their bodies and their senses. They play n it, they
catch it in their hands or on their tongues. If we let them. So why don't we lat tham more often,
do we really have good reasons for curbing their love affair with rain? Or is it that we have lost our
sense of wonder?

Babies are natural scientists and “wonderers'. They wonder about everything, but not with their
minds the way wa do, their minds are in the very early stages of formation. Infants and toddlers
wonder with their bodles and thair senses.

We can join them at that sensory lewvel, being very
presant, in-the-moment, wondering, noticing and
matching their intentness they explore, Infuition
is the most reliable guide over when to say silent,
when to speak and whean to wonder out loud. To
b surae, children need us to wonder out loud. How
else will they grow their vacabulary? How alse will
they learn that the cicada has spent years under
the ground before crawling to the surface, *birthing”
itsalf from its skeleton, and than flving and singing
for the first time?

We'll also nead to be quiet enocugh to sae that this ordinary odd cicada 'shell” is guite
axtraordinary. With the child, we'll both silently notice it has dirt on its forelegs, it has a long straw
for a mouth. There is a split in the shell, the very place that it extracted itself from. And we won't
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tell the child any of this, but we could ponder out loud after we had noticed:
| wonder what that'’s for? | wonder how that got there?

Answers aren't important, it's the right queastion that allows us to enter more deaply the mystery
of ordinary-extraordinary. The right guestion doesn’t have a right answer. Thea right guestion
generates more wondering and pondering. The wondering is very focused, it is actually a
meditative state, Brainwave patterns change, and you and the child anter a focused peace
together, a resonance, Wonder full.

Like any love affair, wondering takes time - a love affair with the rain, with the cicadas, with your
famnily, with Life - it all takes time. Great. That's what we are here for and we’ve got plenty of time,
All this talk about not anough time and too busy shows how badly we neglect the basics in our
cultura. Too busy doing what? As Goethe noted, "Things that matter most must never be at the
marcy of things that matter least".

Wondering is a non-judgemeantal state. In the act of wondering you don't judge, you just notice.
There is no "good’ or "bad’, it just is. So snails aren't bad, snails are simply snalls, ordinary and at
the same time, extraordinary. The way we speak about and behave with snails can grow wondar,
and it can also dismiss wonder and even kill it:
They're just snails.
Yuk slime. Get them out of here at once.
Wa'll polson tham.
Aargh! Squash them. Now.

The toddler who was fascinated with how the snail
moved, amazed by the irdescent trail, intrigued
with the retractable ‘horn-eyes’, in awe of how it
could all fit back in its shell-house now ends his
love affair with the part of Life called snail.

What then is our role in keeping the wonder alive?
Two thousand years ago we were given a clue,
“Except you become as little children you cannot
enter the Kingdom of Heaven”. Whatever other
levels of maaning this guote carries, it is also about
the love affair children have for Life on this planet.
Children are curious, they axplore, saaing freshly
with non-judgemental eyas. They are already in
heaven, hare, on earth. And how do we encourage
this?

* We have to go outside
Make provision for lots more outside time together. You need to be outside to fie on the grass and

wonder about the clouds, Daisies, slater-bugs, Sparrows - thesa extraordinary things live outside.

* Stop watching the clock and start seeing
in the long run, does it really matter if yvou are late for lunch because you were in the middle of
watching a blackbird pulling, pulling, and persistently pulling her lunch from the lawn? i:i‘"‘cm"s'“”‘E



s Start watching for and weeding out judgements

Take the tiny scariet pimpemel flower and the buttercup, these are known as weeds and treated
accordingly, yet each is as ondinary and as extraordinary as a lotus or an orchid - if you stop
judging. The Teton-Lakota people do not even have a word for weed, there is no such thing.

* Look small
Truly, and ant, a cockroach or a stick insect is just as amazing as a giraffe or a jaguar, just smaller
- and sasier to get 1o spand time with and getting to know.

*  Watch what we say
Our words can encourage wonder and love for Life, or they can kill it stone dead.

* Get yourself a personal trainer

Probably the best qualified mentors | know are children. Infants and young toddlers model to you
how to relax, take time and concentrate on your wondering. |'ve observed they have a far longer
attention span for concentrating and exploring single-mindedly than many adults. When it comes
to a mentor on questioning you can’t go past a child. Children ask the best questions, decent
juicy pondering questions like - “Wall, how doas the moon maka the tide coma In?" and “How
does the baby get in thera?"

*  Save your money

Basics don't cost anything. You don’t fundraise for a visit to make a daisy chain or to make mud
pies. It costs nothing to find a fairy toothbrush or to lie on a newly mown lawn. Your ‘consultant’
will not charge you the earth when she asks "what makes the grass small?” and "why is one
cloud white and that other one black’?”

Batwean the two of you, in your love affair with Life, you'll be growing curiosity and belonging,
intalligence and understanding and you will be keeping the spirit of wonder vary much alive.
That's very ordinary and paradoxically, most extraordinary.

Fannie Brownlae
First published in The First Years: Nga Tau Tuatahi, Vol 6, Issue 1, 2004
B : :

For more of Penanle’s articles visit her website: CONNECTIONS I 142

http://pennicbrownlee weebly.com/



